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Northern Great Plains Joint Venture: Partnerships in Montana
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The Northern Great Plains Joint Venture (NGPJV) covers portions of four states, including all of South Dakota west of the Missouri River.  It contains some of the most intact, contiguous grassland habitat on the continent, with intact rangeland comprising more than 75% of the landscape. Primary land uses include livestock production, energy development and crop production.  It is also home to some of the highest diversity of grassland obligate bird species (see Figure below), many of which have seen population declines of more than 75% over the past 50 years. Our intact rangeland also comprises a large portion of the upper Missouri River watershed, and therefore also play an important role maintaining the quality and quantity of water in the region. 

[image: ]A primary objective of the NGPJV partnership is to protect and manage grassland habitats in a sustainable manner, to provide ecological services (e.g. water quality), food production, and suitable habitat for declining grassland birds. We focus on “working lands”, using voluntary and incentive-based programs to help land managers (primarily ranchers) meet their objectives while simultaneously working to keep declining bird species from being listed as threatened or endangered. 
Our work emphasizes cost-efficient programs and practices that meet multiple objectives while maximizing the effectiveness of federal dollars by leveraging them with state and private dollars. 
We work closely with state wildlife agencies to strengthen partnerships and deliver conservation for their highest priority species and focal landscapes, as outlined in the Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies’ “Recommendations from the Blue Ribbon Panel on Sustaining Fish and Wildlife Resources”.

Joint Venture partnerships in Montana have:
· Leveraged $91.4 million with $21.9 million in NAWCA funds, to deliver 51 projects totaling more than 305,000 ac of wetlands, grasslands and associated upland habitats (2 projects of 6,192 ac in the NGPJV);
· Helped deliver 409,594 ac of grazing systems and 70,111 ac of conservation easements with voluntary participants in the Sage Grouse Initiative;
· Worked directly with willing agricultural producers to enroll 10’s of thousands of acres in sustainable conservation practices, through our “Conservation Delivery Network” of state private lands biologists, the USFWS Partners for Wildlife program, National Wild Turkey Federation Riparian Restoration Initiative, and partner biologists working with local NRCS offices. 

The Northern Great Plains Joint Venture Management Board members:


Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks
South Dakota Game, Fish and Parks
South Dakota Grasslands Coalition
North Dakota Game and Fish
ConocoPhillips, Inc.
National Wild Turkey Federation
Bureau of Land Management
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Montana Audubon
American Bird Conservancy
Ducks Unlimited
The Nature Conservancy
[bookmark: _GoBack]Bird Conservancy of the Rockies
USDA Forest Service
World Wildlife Fund

 
NGPJV Website: www.nwjv.org                   NGPJV Facebook Page: www.facebook.com/northerngreatplainsjv/
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NORTHERN GREAT PLAINS HAS HIGHEST NUMBER
OF GRASSLAND BIRD SPECIES IN NORTH AMERICA
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